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Ron had already had a big argument with Dean Thomas, who shared their
dormitory, about football. Ron couldn’t see what was exciting about a game with
only one ball where no one was allowed to fly. (Stone 107)
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The classes and subclasses sorted themselves out more neatly than ever before into
single-class enclaves which did not know or speak to each other. The life of the
stockbroker belt with its big cars and detached houses and private infant schools
was more remote from the white-collar semi-detached private estate than ever the
squire was from the village almshouses or the cotton spinner from his operative’s
cottages. (Adonis and Pollard 182)
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Public schools have traditionally had very close links with the universities,
especially Oxford and Cambridge, and, either through them or directly, with high
status professions. Parents have attempted to ensure that their positions of power
and prestige within the class structure could be passed on to their sons through
payment and attendance at a public school. (Walford 11)
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It’s worth noting again that Hogwarts is not a public school in the classic sense: it
is not selective on the grounds of parental class or wizarding ability. It serves the
children of the whole wizarding community—including the potentially evil
Slytherins—and anyone else who is seen to have the ability to benefit from the
education it offers. (Blake 107)
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He blasted the old boy network and the old school tie: ‘I say it is time to end the
Old Britain where what matters are the privileges you were born into, not the
potential you actually have. I say it is time these old universities open their doors
to women and to people from all backgrounds.” (Smith 80)
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The plots of the canonical stories, set at British boys’ public schools, soon became formulaic:

They feature an ordinary good-natured boy, not particularly intellectual, but keen on sports. We
would see his arrival and the larks and scrapes of his early years. We would see his awe of the

older boys, as well as his willingness to do the small services expected of him as a fag (a term
whose meaning was not yet explicitly sexual), such as toasting bread on a fork and making tea
over a fire in an older boy’s study. We would see our hero rise through the ranks to the sixth

form and become a creature of awe himself, perhaps a prefect and captain of the cricket team.

Occasionally we might glimpse a classroom, for a paragraph or two, but we could count on

spending pages and pages on the playing fields, with at least one match described in thrilling
detail. There would also be other physical adventures, probably a fight with the school bully,

our hero valiantly holding his own even if he does not defeat the oaf, and perhaps also the

hero’s rescue of his worst enemy from drowning. There might be a moral adventure too, our
hero wrongly accused of, say, stealing an examination paper and staunchly bearing the blame,

suffering a caning or the threat of expulsion, but refusing to tattle on the wrongdoer—and, of
course, eventually being exonerated anyway. Competition (sports, the fight with the bully) is

thus balanced against peer solidarity (sports, not telling tales). The story would conclude with

our hero nostalgically reflecting on the joys and triumphs of his school days as he is about to

leave, and perhaps with the narrator telling us the future fates of the boy and his friends: which
one is to become a Queen’s Counsel, which one a lord of the Admiralty, which one Bishop of
Zanzibar—thereby underscoring the connection of such stories with the British imperial project.
(Clark 4)
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“I say, Scud,” said he at last, rousing himself to snuff the candle, “what right
have the fifth-form boys to fag us as they do?”

“No more right than you have to fag them,” answered East, without looking
up from an early number of Pickwick, which was just coming out, and which he
was luxuriously devouring, stretched on his back on the sofa.

(rig)

“Do you know, old fellow, I've been thinking it over a good deal,” began Tom
again.

“Oh yes, I know, fagging you are thinking of. Hang it all; but listen here, Tom
—here’s fun. Mr. Winkle’s horse—"

“And I've made up my mind,” broke in Tom, “that I won’t fag except for the
sixth.” (Hughes 134)
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(511 8]
“Well, I hope so. But you’ve forgot one thing, what I want to leave behind me.

I want to leave behind me,” said Tom, speaking slow, and looking much moved,
“the name of a fellow who never bullied a little boy, or turned his back on a big
one.” (Hughes 240)
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Rowling also softens the darker side of public school life: there’s no victimization of
younger students by older ones—nothing at all like the practice of fagging (older
boys forcing younger boys to be their servants) as seen in 7om Brown's School Days.
Rather than an older boy as nemesis, like Flashman, Harry has to contend against
one his own age, and he holds his own against Malfoy quite nicely from the start.
(Steege 153)
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‘It’s about the most insulting thing he could think of,” gasped Ron, coming back
up. ‘Mudblood’s a really foul name for someone who was Muggle-born—you know,
non-magic parents. There are some wizards—Ilike Mulfoy’s family—who think
they're better than everyone else because they're what people call pure-blood.’
(Chamber 89)
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‘What’s Voldemort planning for Hogwarts? she asked Lupin.

‘Attendance is now compulsory for every young witch and wizard,” he replied.
‘That was announced yesterday. It’s a change, because it was never obligatory
before. Of course, nearly every witch and wizard in Britain has been educated at
Hogwarts, but their parents had the right to teach them at home or send them
abroad if they preferred. This way, Voldemort will have the whole wizarding
population under his eye from a young age. And it’s also another way of weeding
out Muggle-borns, because students must be given Blood Status—meaning that
they have proven to the Ministry that they are of wizard descent—Dbefore they are
allowed to attend.” (Hallows 173)
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But, luckily, Squire Brown was full as stiff-backed as his neighbours, and so went
on his way; and Tom and his younger brothers, as they grew up, went on playing
with the village boys, without the idea of equality or inequality (except in wrestling,
running, and climbing) ever entering their heads, as it doesn’t till it’s put there by
Jack Nastys or fine ladies’ maids. (Hughes 54)
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‘The what? said Hermione sharply.

‘The Inquisitorial Squad, Granger,” said Malfoy, pointing towards a tiny silver
I’ on his robes just beneath his prefect’s badge. ‘A select group of students who are
supportive of the Ministry of Magic, hand-picked by Professor Umbridge. Anyway,
members of the Inquisitional Squad do have the power to dock points. . . so,
Granger, I'll have five from you for being rude about our new Headmistress.
Macmillan, five for contradicting me. Five because I don’t like you, Potter. Weasley,
your shirt’s untucked, so I'll have another five for that. Oh year, I forgot, you're a
Mudblood, Granger, so ten off for that.” (Order 551)
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